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Residents Alliance Group Public Health Measures  

It is not the responsibility of residents around the NCH to identify the solutions to public 
health risks that will arise from the NCH site being re-opened, that is the responsibility of 
the public health authorities , the board of NPHDB , BAM and DCC.  

It is the role of resident groups in the vicinity of the NCH to identify the risks to the local 
population that re opening the hospital will present to those living around the hospital.  

At a minimum we would expect the issues raised by us to be addressed in a 
comprehensive way. In addition we want a transparent Risk Assessment of the impact of 
introducing X number of construction workers (1500??) back into a high risk area.  The 
risk assessment should include a thorough analysis of the travel arrangements of staff 
and where are staff travelling from to get to work.  

We recognise the pattern of the disease and the fact that we live in the centre of the  
outbreak  and are conscious that most workers will be travelling into a more 
contaminated area than they live and the risk that poses for the general public  as well as 
their families.   

 

Figure 1Total Confirmed by County  6th May 2020 

  

We are also conscious of the incidences of the disease across the country. 
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Figure 2 Confirmed cases per 100,000 population 

 

The risk assessment should include how many staff are travelling from where and what 
mode of transport is used. As well as quantifying the number of additional cars that will 
result from the Construction Industry Federation recommendation for “Safe Travelling”  
where these additional cars  will be parked given the fact that the  lack of parking control 
in the area is  a cause of continuing unrest in the community.   

 

The population map below shows graphically the particular circumstances of the St 
James’s Campus.  The campus itself has a population of over a 1000 with over 50% of 
them over 65 years of age ,many with a variety of health  conditions.  

 

The campus is enclosed on three sides by residents and on the fourth side the site is 
separated from residents by the Linear park and Luas Track.  1:6 of surrounding 
population are over 65 years. 
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Figure 3 Census 2016 % over 65's by SAP 

 

 

CIF  Construction Sector C-19 Pandemic Standard Operating Procedures    

 

At the outset we want to recognise the comprehensive nature of the CIF  response to the 
pandemic and as has been stated before, the Residents  are not primarily concerned  
about what happens on site but what spills over from the site and impacts on them.   

What is missing from the CIF SOPS and other guidelines is the “spill over” ,  the SOP 
broadly ignores the location of construction  sites and the impact their recommendations 
will have on communities living adjacent to sites.  

 

The following are excerpts from the CIF SOP  with questions that residents want 
answered. 
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Questions  

 

How is above to be monitored? 

The CIF recommended travel  to work will result in more cars in the area, the risk assessment should 

inform us of how many additional cars we can expect , what is that number?  

What arrangements are being made for parking? 

The parking situation is further exacerbated by the fact that so much of the surrounding 

neighbourhood continue to be under work-from-home advice and hence there is little daytime 

parking available  bar front line workers  no-one is going to work.  

 

 

Figure 4 % No Motor Car/Parking Hot Spots 

The map above shows that areas where there should be potential parking ( the darker the colour the 

lower the cars ownership)  but as we know from earlier meetings Parking is an issue, particularly 

along the south side of the site  on James’s Walk and adjacent streets but it has been a constant 

issue around Cameron Square and Ceannt Fort.  

 

Recommended Control Measures  

The following are recommended controls measures at access points to all construction 

sites:  

•  Turnstiles to be by-passed with open door access to site  

• Stagger site start times/ finishing times to reduce queues  

•  Multiple entry points depending on site numbers  

•  On access routes throughout site, one-way systems should be implemented where 

possible, barrier gates should be wedged open, and touch points should be cleaned 

regularly. 
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Questions 

How many staff are due back on site when site re-opens? 

Are staff numbers being scaled up and if so  in what numbers  by what time schedule? 

What are the intended access points for staff ? 

 

We are strongly of the view that the “New Entrance”  on James’s Walk should not become 

operational due to space restrictions and  indeed all Linear Park entrances should be temporarily 

closed as social  distancing cannot be maintained between staff and staff and general public. 

Stagger time, if it is being proposed by BAM, we will need to see the detail of any proposals.  

 

 

Projects must assess how many C-19 Compliance Officers are required depending on size, 

environment , number of personnel and the work activity to be monitored. C-19 

Compliance Officer’s duties should be shared among all contracting companies on a 

project    

 

•   Ensure site personnel are adhering to staggered break time schedules and limiting 

numbers in canteens, drying rooms and smoking areas cognisant of the 2-metre 

social distancing guideline.  

•  Ensure site personnel leaving site at designated breaks remove their site PPE and 

continue to adhere to social distancing guidelines 
 

 

It should be noted that some of the residents’ concerns stems from the very evident failure of BAM 

staff to observe social distancing, both on and offsite, when it was the advice in the days prior to the 

site shut down. As such, there is nervousness as to whether those same staff will comply on their 

return when presumably under the same State and employer advice as they were when failing to 

comply previously. 
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Questions 

 

We are concerned that the closing of self managed food and drink points (microwave and kettles)  

will force staff to leave site for catering. 

How will staff leaving site be managed and monitored at the start and finish of shifts and during the 

day? 

 

 

 

 

Questions 
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What are the  planned access points to  the site for staff? 

What are the planned access points to site for deliveries ? 

 

How are these to be monitored to ensure social distancing is maintained? 

 

 

More general questions; 

 

What is the planned schedule of work for the remainder of the Summer? 

 

 

 


